28                      THE COMMON WEAL                    CH.

during the reign of James I, the king and the re-
presentatives of the people fell apart, with distinct
rights and claims, and that the first step was taken
in the course towards disorganisation and anarchy
which Montrose regarded as hopeless1.

III.  THE FAILURE OF PERSONAL MONARCHY

g The failure of personal monarchy, under
James I and Charles I, was chiefly due to in-
ability on the part of the Crown to interpret the
Common Weal aright. This was most noticeable in
regard to economic matters. The kings were indeed
far-seeing in the promotion of great public works
of colonization and improvement, and they showed
an intelligent desire to develop the resources of the
country. They were keen to promote commerce
and to increase the navy; but in their attempts to
foster and promote industry their failures were
conspicuous, for they were brought into conflict
with the rising class of capitalists, and especially
with the City of London. They made so many
errors of judgment that the wisdom of the king and
his council was completely discredited; parliament
ceased to be content to deal as a High Court2 with
particular cases of grievance, and came, after the
Restoration, to devote itself more and more to
directing the commercial and industrial policy of
the country as a whole, by legislation.

1  Napier, Memoirs of the Marquis of Montrose, i, p. 287.

2  Mcllwain, The High Court of Parliament, p. no.